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Thematic Background
Green technologies are key to sustainable new products, services and manufacturing processes essential for
realising green growth. They combine the opportunity to fuel economic growth and socio-economic development
with a high potential to contribute to sustainable development, environmental improvements, reduction of
greenhouse gases, reduction or mitigation of the effects of climate change and achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
The transfer of green technologies must address in particular the following needs:
Identify green technologies, which meet the specific needs and priorities of ASEAN Member States and which
are aligned with local issues;
Analyse the feasibility of such green technologies in the ASEAN context and instigate their successful transfer;
Identify particular green technologies which contribute to the reduction of CO2 and other Green House gases
in cities, rural areas, industry, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), energy sector and traffic; while at
the same time also creating economic benefits for enterprises and local communities and new sustainable
employment;
Embed such initiatives in ambitious development strategies which make new technologies available in
response to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and
Support local capacity building to upgrade enterprises’ and other stakeholders’ technology levels and
capability to apply such new green technologies successfully.

EU ASEAN Dialogue on Green Technology & Innovation Mapping
The Enhanced Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (E-READI) is an EU-funded programme that facilitates
dialogue between the EU and ASEAN in priority policy areas of joint interest across all three ASEAN Community
pillars: Political and Security, Economic and Socio-Cultural. The overall objective of E-READI is to support ASEAN
integration aiming at poverty reduction and inclusive and sustainable growth, while the specific aim is to support
the implementation of the ASEAN Community blue prints, drawing on European experience and know-how
through sectoral policy dialogues.
E-READI supports the implementation of the EU-ASEAN Dialogue on Green Technology & Innovation Mapping
GreenTech. In support of these objectives, GreenTech aims to contribute to sustainable green growth by fostering
EU-ASEAN technology transfer, research cooperation and Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) capacity
building in sustainable technologies.
For this, GreenTech aims at the instigation and development of the following in particular:
Dialogue on technology-based cooperation between European and ASEAN technology innovators;
Transfer of state-of-the art sustainable technologies between EU technology providers and multiplicators in
ASEAN Member States; and
Complementary contributions to capacity building.
The feasibility and value of this approach shall be proven in three pilot sectors: Plastic Wastes Management,
Sustainable Technologies, and COVID-19 Research Cooperation. Specifically, it endeavours to:
Create awareness and platforms for dialogues on technology markets and with innovators to promote EUASEAN technology cooperation and transfer in these pilot sectors;
Raise awareness and promote EU-ASEAN green technology transfer among both European and ASEAN actors
to create interest and joint commitment among stakeholders in the pilot sectors;
Identify high-potential thematic topics and candidate organisations for EU-ASEAN green technology transfer, in
sectors which offer the highest value potential for green growth; and
Demonstrate the feasibility and sustainability of green technology transfer and of related capacity building,
competency and skills development in successful EU-ASEAN pilot projects where European and ASEAN
industries agree to transfer such green technologies. These green technology transfer activities will be
accompanied by sectoral application-related capacity development.
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Webinar background and objectives
The objective of these webinars is to amplify awareness, to create platforms for dialogues on technology markets
and with innovators, and to promote EU-ASEAN technology cooperation and transfer. To realise this, the webinars
offer a platform for dialogue between European and ASEAN stakeholders in the plastic wastes management
domain, where state-of-the-art and future perspectives of plastic wastes management and its key elements are
discussed, where new technologies and solutions are presented and where technology suppliers and users can
meet to lay the grounds for future collaboration. These webinars are part of a pilot project on plastic value chain
management, led by the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Philippines, and supported under EREADI dialogues on Green Technology Innovation and Mapping in close cooperation with the European
Commission Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD) and ASEAN Secretariat (ASEC) Science and
Technology Division.
Target audience
Business and industry, particularly in EU-ASEAN which are involved in plastic value chain and its management
Academics and researchers
Government agencies, local government units
Non-governmental organizations, other interested parties

Proposed Topics
Series 1. The End-of-Life (EOL) Approaches
Green technologies applicable for EOL management of plastic wastes
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Scheme
Plastic Neutrality Approach in industries
Alternatives to Incineration (e.g. co-processing for energy generation)
Series 2. The Cradle-to-Cradle Approaches Towards Sustainability
Concept and current status of the circular economy
Environmental governance towards sustainable management
Initiatives to promote circular economy: cradle-to-cradle approaches
Merits of biodegradable polymer technologies
Series 3. The Cradle-to-Cradle Approaches: Biodegradable Polymer Technologies
Examples of EU, ASEAN, and Indian initiatives, technologies and bio-based products
Examples of EU technologies on biodegradable polymer production, highlighting one EU Horizon 2020 funded
project on: Contributions of Biotechnology to a Sustainable Plastic Industry, which deals with “P4SB–From Plastic
waste to Plastic value using Pseudomonas putida Synthetic Biology”; with project coordinator from RWTH Aachen
University Germany supported by industry partners. P4SB is about the utilization of the conceptual and material
tools of contemporary Synthetic Biology to bring about the sustainable and environmentally friendly bioconversion
of oil-based plastic waste into fully biodegradable counterparts by means of deeply engineered, whole-cell bacterial
catalysts. This project fully supports the ambitious plastic recycling targets set by EU.
Series 4. Plastic Wastes Consolidation and Recycling Approaches
·Examples of EU technologies which contribute to improved plastic value chain management and plastic recycling,
highlighting 3 EU Horizon 2020 funded projects, namely: PEFERENCE, which deals with the establishment of a
unique, industrial scale, cost-effective biorefinery flagship plant producing FDCA (furan dicarboxylic acid), a biobased building block to produce high value products and can also be used to make PEF (polyethylene furanoate),
that is a 100% bio-based polyester used to make bottles, films and fibres; EFFECTIVE, which produces advanced ecodesigned fibres and films for large consumer products from biobased polyamides and polyesters in a circular
economy perspective; and RECOVER, which develops innovative biotic symbiosis for plastic biodegradation and
synthesis to solve their end of life challenges in the agriculture and food industries.
·Examples and case studies from ASEAN on approaches, business models, and national initiatives on plastic waste
recycling and management, highlighting achievements and challenges.

EU-ASEAN Dialogue on GreenTech & Innovation Mapping: Green Technologies for Plastic Value Chain Management

Proposed Topics
Series 5. Innovative Approaches in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Marine Environment
Examples of research, innovation, and technologies, which can improve the management of plastic wastes in
the marine environment.Three relevant EU-Horizon 2020 funded projects are showcased as follows:
“TOPIOS: Tracking of Plastic in our Seas”. Results from this project will inform policymakers and the public
on which countries, for example, are responsible for which part of the plastic problem, crucial for mitigation
and legal frameworks. It will also inform engineers on where and how to best invest resources in mitigating
the problem of plastic in our ocean. Refer to https://topios.org
“UPCLYCLING THE OCEANS: High quality products made from marine plastic litter”. The main objective of
this project is to produce and sell fabrics and clothes made from marine plastic litter, by recycling and
industrial methods to convert these plastics into high properties textiles.Refer to: https://ecoalf.com
“GOJELLY: A gelatinous solution to plastic pollution”, This aims to develop, test and promote a gelatinous
solution to microplastic pollution by developing a Technology Readiness Level 5-6 prototype microplastics
filter (GoJelly) for commercial and public use, where the main raw material is jellyfish mucus. An
interdisciplinary and international consortium consisting of technology developers, business analysts,
fishing companies, research institutes, and both natural and social scientists will realize GoJelly, and will
ensure the uptake of GoJelly products by industry and policy makers. Refer to https://gojelly.eu
Other featured presentations include a project involving many ASEAN member states (Indonesia, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam), China and Japan, which deals with “Rethinking Plastics- Circular Economy
Solutions to Marine Litter”, commissioned by EU and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ). Another project focuses on “SEAMAP (South East Asia MArine Plastics): Reduction,
Control, and Mitigation Marine Plastic Pollution in the Philippines”, funded by the UK Natural Environment
Research Council (UK NERC).
·Examples and case studies of ASEAN and EU–ASEAN collaboration projects and best practices in dealing with
plastic wastes in the marine environment
Series 6. Promoting Sound and Green Technologies for Plastic Wastes Management
General waste management structures
Financing of plastic waste management
Recycling of packaging waste and technical competencies required
Public awareness; controlling and monitoring systems; importance of the informal sector in plastic value chain
management
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Series 5: Innovative Approaches in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Marine Environment
Thursday, June 24, 2021, 15:30 – 18:00 (GMT+8) I Online Event

Agenda
Time

Topic / Presenter / Discussant

15:15 - 15:30

Registration / Log-in

OPENING SESSION
15:30 - 15:35

Welcome Remarks
CRISPIAN LAO
Commissioner and Vice Chairman,
National Solid Waste Management Commission (NSWMC), Philippines

15:35 - 15:40

Opening Remarks
DR. MEGO PINANDITO
National COSTI Chair of Indonesia and Executive Secretary,
The National Research and Innovation Agency, Indonesia

15:40 - 15:45

PIERRICK FILLON-ASHIDA

15:45 - 15:50

Presentation on EU-ASEAN GreenTech and Innovation Mapping Dialogue: Introduction and Rationale
DR. MICHAEL BRAUN

ASEAN Desk Officer, European Commission Directorate General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD)

Project Coordinator, GreenTech and Innovation Mapping

SESSION 1: Advances in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Marine Environment
15:50 - 16:00

Macroplastics under the microscope: a holistic picture from riverine litter inputs to the
most frequent items populating our ocean
DR. DANIEL GONZÁLEZ FERNÁNDEZ
Research Scientist, Department of Biology, Universidad de Cadiz, Spain

16:00 - 16:10

Examples of Innovation and Technologies in Managing Marine Plastic Wastes
DR. SUCHANA APPLE CHAVANICH
Professor, Department of Marine Science Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

16:10- 16:20

TOPIOS: Tracking of Plastic in our Seas
DR. LAURA GOMEZ NAVARRO
Assistant Professor, Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands

16:20 - 16:30

SEAMAP (South East Asia Marine Plastics): Reduction, Control, and Mitigation
Marine Plastic Pollution in the Philippines
DR. CHRISTIAN DUNN
Project Co-investigator, School of Ocean Sciences Bangor University, Northern Wales, United Kingdom

16:30 - 16:40

Panel Discussion and Open Forum (Q&A Session)

16:40 - 16:45

Health Break

SESSION 2: Challenges in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Marine Environment
16:45 - 16:55

UPCLYCLING THE OCEANS: High quality products made from marine plastic litter
IRENE DIEZ RUIZ
General Manager, ECOALF Foundation, Spain

16:55 - 17:05

Singapore’s Response to the Challenges in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Marine Environment
DR. NARASIMALU SRIKANTH
Program Director and Principal Research Scientist, ERI@NTU, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

17:05 - 17:15

GOJELLY: A gelatinous solution to plastic pollution
DR. JAMILEH JAVIDPOUR
Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, University of Southern Denmark, Denmark

17:15 - 17:25

Lao’s Challenges in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Environment
DR. KHANDALA KHAMPILA
Lecturer, Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, Champasack University, Lao PDR

17:25 - 17:35

Rethinking Plastics- Circular Economy Solutions to Marine Litter
LENA KAMPE
Key Expert, Pollution Control Department, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH, Bangkok, Thailand

17:35 - 17:45

Panel Discussion and Open Forum (Q&A Session)
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Series 5: Innovative Approaches in Managing Plastic Wastes in the Marine Environment
Thursday, June 24, 2021, 15:30 – 18:00 (GMT+8) I Online Event

Agenda
Time

Topic / Presenter / Discussant

KEY FLASH GUEST
17:45 - 17:50

Green Hub – Center for Supporting Green Development
TRANG NGUYEN THI THU
Co-founder and Deputy Director, GreenHub, Hanoi, Vietnam

17:50 - 17:55

Brief Overview of EU Initiatives: South East Asia-Europe Joint Funding Scheme (JFS) for Research and Innovation
DR. ADELE CLAUSEN

Senior Scientific Officer, German Aerospace Center, Project Management Agency,
European and International Cooperation

17:55 - 18:00

Closing Remarks
PIERRICK FILLON - ASHIDA

ASEAN Desk Officer, European Commission Directorate General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD)

Moderator
PROF. DR. EVELYN B. TABOADA
Senior NK Expert, EU-ASEAN GreenTech and
Innovation Mapping Dialogue
Master of Ceremonies (Emcee)
DR. NOEL PETER B. TAN
Visiting Scientist, Philippine Council for Industry, Energy, and
Emerging Technologies Research & Development (PCIEERD)
Department of Science and Technology
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Speakers
DR. SUCHANA APPLE CHAVANICH

Professor, Department of Marine Science Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

Dr. Suchana Apple Chavanich is recently promoted as professor at the Department of Marine Science,
Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. She has a broad base of ecological research
interests that involve the study of nearshore species from tropical to Polar Regions. In addition, her
research focuses on conservation and restoration of marine ecosystems and impact of climate change
and marine debris on marine ecosystems.
She received her bachelor degree in Marine Science from Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.
Because of her interest in marine life, she then further pursued her master degree in Biology at Central
Connecticut State University and her Ph.D. in Zoology at University of New Hampshire, USA. During her
graduate studies, Dr. Chavanich started learning scuba diving, and soon was hooked with the beauty of
underwater world. She has been diving in several places both in polar waters (as cold as -1°C) and
tropical waters. Later on, she was certified as a scuba diving instructor.
Currently, Dr. Chavanich is the Project Leader of Coral Reef Conservation (former named Coastal
Marine Biodiversity and Conservation) in the Western Pacific under the UNESCO/IOC Sub-Commission
for the Western Pacific, and serves as a Thailand Reef Check Coordinator (Headquarter in California,
USA). Her roles include teaching and stimulating local communities to protect and monitor coral reef
health using ecologically sound and economically sustainable solutions. She has also been actively
promoting marine conservation knowledge by teaching local children, dive shop operators, and diving
instructors in coastal areas. Because of her work, one of her study sites, Sameasan, Chonburi Province,
has been recognized for best practices for improved coral conservation in the area. She is also the
author of many articles and several books, including marine conservation, Antarctica, coral reefs, and
scuba diving. For other significant research and effort contributions to the Asian region and
international collaborations, as a project leader of the UNESCO- IOC/WESTPAC Coral Reef Conservation
and as a leader of JSPS Asian CORE Program of Benthos, she has initiated collaborations between
member countries to work together and to draft the current status reports for the regional
management on emergent issues related to marine biodiversity in the Western Pacific region such as
marine non-indigenous species and coral reef restoration issues.
Because of her work, she has received several awards and recognitions such as: Sustainable Ocean
Ambassador appointed by UN-AFMA-FAO Annex in 2019, Explorer Award by National Geographic
Magazine, Thailand in 2018, N.K. Pannikar Medal from UNESCO-IOC in 2017, One of 17 Asia Power
Women of Inspiration, selected by Her World Magazine in 2015; UNESCO-IOC/WESTPAC Outstanding
Scientist Award in 2014; One of the 100 Most Inspiring People in Thailand for 2013, selected by the In
Residence in 2013; Award For Women in Science, Thailand by UNESCO and L’OREAL in 2008.

DR. ADELE CLAUSEN

Senior Scientific Officer, German Aerospace Center, Project Management Agency,
European and International Cooperation

Dr. Adele Clausen is a senior scientific officer of German Aerospace Center (DLR) – Project
Management Agency, European and International Cooperation Asia and Oceania, in Bonn, Germany.
She obtained her doctoral degree in Waste Engineering from RWTH Aachen University, Germany with
the dissertation on the mechanical-biological treatment processes in consequential carbon footprint
modelling of residual municipal solid waste management. She worked for 2 years as a post-doctoral
fellow at the Department of Processing and Recycling of the same university. Since 2018, she serves as
scientific Officer at DLR Project Management Agency. Her main work involves management of South
East Asia -Europe Joint Funding Scheme for the International Service Facility in Support of the European
Commission. She also performs political consulting and project management for International Bureau
of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research, Germany.
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Speakers
DR. CHRISTIAN DUNN

Project Co-investigator, School of Ocean Sciences Bangor University, Northern Wales, United Kingdom

Dr. Christian Dunn is a Senior Lecturer of Zoology and the Associate Director of the Bangor Wetlands
Group. Part of his work involves conducting research into microplastics in waterways and wetland
habitats. He works with NGOs such as a Friends of the Earth and Surfers Against Sewage on the plastic
pollution and led a high-profile project which found, for the first time, microplastics in all tested inland
water systems across the UK. He has extensive experience working in wetland and coastal habitats
around the world. Research areas include investigating the biological and ecological effects of
environmental pollutants on organisms and habitats, and he has a strong background in scientific
communication and public engagement. Being the Associate Director of the Bangor Wetlands Group,
Dr. Dunn, is an active researcher and lecturer in wetland science - in particular wetland ecology,
peatland biogeochemistry, carbon sequestration and the use of constructed treatment wetlands. He is
also the director of the Plastic Research Centre of Wales and has ongoing research projects looking at
plastic and microplastic pollution.
Dr. Dunn is an award-winning environmental campaigner and public speaker. He has given three TEDx
talks and regularly appears on local and national TV, radio and press publications talking about
environmental and climate issues. Being a former journalist he has written for a range of leading
newspapers and magazines.

DR. DANIEL GONZÁLEZ FERNÁNDEZ

Research Scientist, Department of Biology, Universidad de Cadiz, Spain

Dr. Daniel Gonzalez Fernandez is a Research Scientist at the University of Cadiz, Spain, which is funded
by the EU Marie Sklodowska-Curie Fellowship Actions. His projects focus on the evaluation of plastic
waste inputs from rivers to the seas and oceans. With an interdisciplinary background in Marine
Sciences and Environmental Sciences, he developed his professional career in marine pollution
assessment projects, acquiring an extensive international post-doctoral experience in the Joint
Research Centre of the European Commission. He has participated in the implementation of European
policies for the protection of the marine environment such as the Marine Strategy Framework Directive,
contributing to several descriptors: Hydrological Conditions, Chemical Contaminants, and Marine Litter.
He is also an invited member in the Technical Group on Marine Litter of the European Commission,
where he provides support in relation to the monitoring and assessment of floating macro litter in
riverine and marine environments.

PIERRICK FILLON-ASHIDA

ASEAN Desk Officer, European Commission Directorate General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD)

Dr. Pierrick Fillon-Ashida works at the European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and
Innovation (DG RTD), International Cooperation Affairs, in charge of the relations with South East Asia.
He also supervises sector issues related to international affairs on infrastructure, innovation, and
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). Dr. Fillon-Ashida has been working for more than
twenty years within the EU Institutions, as Head of Science and Technology (S&T) Section at the
Delegation of the European Union to Japan where he was involved in international negotiation
agreements, in particular in relation to large infrastructure projects such as International
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) on nuclear fusion. Earlier career at the Commission
included the Directorate-General Information Society and Media (DG INFSO) in the field of health and
telecom (telemedicine, mobile devices), and policy drafting on corporate governance in telecom sector.
He also worked at the Directorate-General Enterprise and Industry (DG-ENTR) (ESPRIT programme) in
the field of digital libraries and corresponding large repositories bridging the gap between users, techproviders, and policy makers.
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Speakers
DR. JAMILEH JAVIDPOUR

Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, University of Southern Denmark, Denmark

Dr. Jamileh Javidpour is an assistant professor of the Department of Biology at the University of
Southern Denmark. She is also a guest researcher at GEOMAR Helmholtz Zentrum für Ozeanforschung
Kiel, Germany. Her research interest is in the marine food web where gelatinous zooplankton take over
the top predator position or build a bloom. There is a growing attention in ecological role of jellies for the
future ocean. Scientists have sounded alarms about the “rise of slime” for at least a decade. While there
are strong pieces of evidence that gelatinous animals proliferate in magnitude and frequency with
sometimes vast ecological and economic consequences, factors triggering their outbreaks and its
implications on biological carbon pump is poorly understood. In the past, my research questions were
revolving around the ecological role of jellies on marine ecosystems including invasion ecology,
developmental biology and deep-sea ecology. Besides and more recently the interest has shifted
towards the understanding of the potential to use jellyfish biomass in more applied science.
Her career highlights include the coordination of Horizon 2020 project “GoJelly” (TB of 6 million €), listed
as inventor or co-inventor of three (utility) patents (Flow2Vortex, Bubble-system, Anti-Microplastic filter),
winner of the Innovation award at GEOMAR, nominated for the Erwin Schrödinger prize 2021, over
3000 magazines, newspapers, radios and TV interviews, teaching activities and coordinating middlesized research ships (Alkor, Poseidon), guest editor for special topic “From pollution to solution,
innovations in and from the Sea” in Frontiers in Marine Science as well as subject editor for the Journal
of Marine Biology Research, owner of the start-up “GoJelly GmbH”.

LENA KAMPE

Key Expert, Pollution Control Department, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ) GmbH, Bangkok, Thailand

Ms. Lena Kampe is Key Expert at the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH and works for the EU/German Government funded project “Rethinking Plastics – Circular
Economy Solutions to Marine Litter”. Lena is currently based in Bangkok and has a background in
sustainability and political science as well as communications and awareness raising. After graduating
from the University of Mannheim (Germany) in political science and media and communication science,
Lena worked as a consultant for a strategy consultancy focusing on dialogue and participation
processes. In 2012, she joined GIZ and her work experiences since cover Germany, Brussels/Belgium,
Burkina Faso, Thailand as well as other African and Asian countries. Besides Thailand, “Rethinking
Plastics” is active in China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Singapore and Japan to support the
transition towards a circular economy for plastics to reduce plastic waste leakage into the sea.

DR. KHANDALA KHAMPHILA

Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, Champasack University, Lao PDR

Dr. Khandala Khamphila is an academic lecturer at the Department of Agronomy, Faculty of Agriculture
and Forestry of Champasack University, Pakse City, Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Her research
interest is in water treatment, environmental geology, and irrigation engineering.
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Speakers
CRISPIAN LAO

Commissioner and Vice Chairman, National Solid Waste Management Commission, Philippines

Commissioner Crispian Lao is the Vice Chairman of the National Solid Waste Management
Commission under the Office of the President, Republic of the Philippines, as the Private Sector
Representative forthe Recycling Industry. He is a strong advocate forthe environment through proper
waste management and the development of enabling policies to promote appropriate, technologically
and economically viable investments and support Small and Medium Enterprises in the Philippines.
He is a Co-Convener and Founding President of the Philippine Alliance for Recycling and Material
Sustainability (PARMS) which brought together stakeholders in the supply and waste value chain with
civil society and academe in partnership with government (Manufacturers, Industry Groups, Retail
Groups, MRFS/Junkshops/Waste Consolidators & Haulers, Recyclers, NGOs, and Government Entities)
whose objective is to “Develop and Implement a Holistic & Comprehensive Program to Increase
Resource Recovery and Reduce Landfill Dependence towards Zero Waste”. In 2020, PARMS launched
its “ZERO WASTE TO NATURE: AMBISYON 2030” initiative towards developing a roadmap with short
(2022) medium (2025) and long term (2030) targets to guide sound and implementable actions on
single use product and packaging applications.
Within APEC, Commissioner Lao also serves as the Co-Chair and Industry Sector Representative to the
APEC Virtual Working Group on Marine Debris, and is also a technical working group member of the
Climate Change Commission; board member of the Solid Waste Management Association of the
Philippines; a Technical Committee member of the Bureau of Product Standards; a member of the
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry Environment and Climate Change Committee; and
past president of the Philippine Plastics and Industry Association.
In addition to his several professional memberships, Comm. Lao received and conducts trainings on
Solid Waste Management, 3Rs, Sustainable Materials Management, Circular Economy, Waste to Energy,
Mercury Waste Recycling, among others. Because of his extensive professional experience, he also
does consultancy work, project management and plant design, and is regularly invited as a resource
speaker on the environment, packaging and emerging technologies. He received his Bachelor of
Science degree in De La Salle University, the Philippines.
He is part of the UN Ad Hoc Open Ended Experts Group on Marine Litter, attends the UNEP Marine
Plastics Expert Workshops, part of the expert panel group that led to the publication of the Study on
“Breaking the Plastic Wave” released in the Science Magazine in 2020; and a Technical Advisory Group
member of the Global Review on Safer End of Engineered Life and regularly invited as a global and local
resource person on Solid Waste Management.

DR. LAURA GOMEZ NAVARRO

Assistant Professor, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands

Dr. Laura Gomez-Navarro is currently a postdoctoral researcher at Utrecht University working on
tracking floating material, e.g. plastics, in currents from remote sensing. She holds a PhD in physical
oceanography from the University of Grenoble Alpes (France) and the University of the Balearic Islands
(Spain). She obtained a MSc degree in Marine Physics from the University of Bretagne Occidentale
(France) and a BSc in Marine Sciences from the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain).

DR. MEGO PINANDITO

National COSTI Chair of Indonesia and Executive Secretary,
The National Research and Innovation Agency, Indonesia

Dr. Mego Pinandito, M.Eng. is the Executive Secretary of the National Research and Innovation Agency
(or Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional – BRIN) of The Republic of Indonesia. He was born in Biak,
Indonesia, on October 14, 1967. In 1992, he completed undergraduate education at Ehime University,
Japan. Then, in 1994 earned a Master degree in Electrical Engineering at the same university..
Furthermore, he received a doctoral degree in 2001 in the field of Mechanical Engineering at Shinshu
University, Japan. His career started in 1994 as a researcher at the Calibration, Instrumentation and
Metrology Research Center, Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI) and became the Deputy Chairman
of LIPI for Scientific Services in November 2017.

EU-ASEAN Dialogue on GreenTech & Innovation Mapping: Green Technologies for Plastic Value Chain Management

Speakers
IRENE DIEZ RUIZ

General Manager, ECOALF Foundation, Spain

Environmentalist by training, Irene Diez Ruiz’s career has been focused on project management. She
was linked to environmental education, governance, investigation and rural development while she
worked for Salamanca University, administration and third sector institutions. For more than 5 years
she was involved with consultancy area, particularly in the field of Corporate Responsibility. Currently,
she is the General Manager at ECOALF Foundation where, among others, coordinates Upcycling the
Oceans, a revolutionary circular economy project of international scope, whose main objective is to
tackle marine litter.

DR. NARASIMALU SRIKANTH

Program Director and Principal Research Scientist, ERI@NTU,
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

Dr. Narasimalu Srikanth (SN) is programme director and Principal Research Scientist at Nanyang
Technological University (NTU), Singapore, with more than 30 years of Industrial and academic
experience, with two doctoral degrees in Engineering and Techno-economics studies. His areas of
research interests are environmental impact assessment, toxicology studies, waste management, bulk
material characterization techniques, wind & wave forecasting, ocean & wave dynamics modelling,
machine learning, artificial intelligence and renewable energy, and leads several doctoral level research
projects. Previously he was with Vestas Wind Systems as a senior specialist in the Technology
department, leading some of the key research activities. He is the Singapore representative of Ocean
Energy Systems (OES), a technology initiative of the International Energy Agency (IEA). He has published
more than 150 peer- reviewed papers and has more than 30 patents.

TRANG NGUYEN THI THU

Co-founder and Deputy Director, GreenHub, Hanoi, Vietnam

Ms. Trang Nguyen Thi Thu is the co-founder and deputy director of GreenHub-Center for Supporting
Green Development. She has been working in the environment and development sector with a focus
on a plastic pollution in Vietnam for about 14 years. She has worked as Project Director in different
waste management projects, programs in Vietnam and other countries for different donors and
agencies including IUCN, DIG, CSIRO, The Sustainable Trade Initiatives – IDH, Coca-Cola Foundation and
USAID. Currently, she acts as Chief of Party for project funded by USAID called “Local Solution for Plastic
Pollution” to aim at building collective action from the ground up by strengthening and uniting
networks, communities and individuals through 1) environmental health literacy, 2) locally-determined
and data-driven, solutions for advocacy, 3) policy, 4) business innovation, 5) combining traditional media
and emerging communications technologies. She is facilitating the Plastic Action Network to mobilize
knowledge-gathering, monitor plastics-related assessments and publications, and promote innovative
solutions in 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle) and the Circular Economy.
She is also invited by UNEP as an international trainer for ‘Training of Trainers’ in Marine Plastic Litter’ for
all ASEAN countries; and invited by the office of the National Assembly for policy advice on plastics
waste, to update the national Law on Environmental Protection 2020.
Ms. Trang has firm belief that “You cannot protect the environment unless you empower people, you
inform them, and you help them understand that these resources are their own, that they must
protect them” (Wangari Maathai).
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Moderator
PROF. DR. EVELYN B. TABOADA

Senior Expert, EU-ASEAN GreenTech & Innovation Mapping Dialogue
Dean and Professor, School of Engineering, University of San Carlos, Cebu, Philippines

Dr. Evelyn B. Taboada is a Senior Expert of the EU- ASEAN GreenTech project under the Enhanced
Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (E- READI). She is the dean and professor of the School of
Engineering at the University of San Carlos (USC) in Cebu City, Philippines.
Her research interests include bioprocess engineering, sustainable and integrated food, water, waste,
energy engineering, sustainable production and consumption, and the relevance of intellectual
property to society. She is a two-time awardee of the prestigious WIPO Gold Medal for Inventors for
her technological innovations and outstanding achievement in utilizing intellectual property for social
and economic development. Among many awards, she also received the Outstanding Engineering
Achievement Award from the ASEAN Federation of Engineering Organizations in Penang, Malaysia and
the maiden Prize for Engineering Excellence Award from the Manila Water Foundation in 2015.
She completed her PhD in Biochemical Engineering (2005) and advanced Master’s degree in
Biotechnology (2001) from Delft University of Technology in the Netherlands. She also received her
MSc in Chem Engg (1998) at the UP-Diliman and her BSc in Chem Engg (Cum Laude) at USC in 1991.
She completed her Master of Laws in Intellectual Property from the University of Torino (Italy) and
WIPO Academy (Geneva, Switzerland) in 2011. She is a registered and practicing patent attorney in the
Philippines and represents the country in the executive board of the Asian Federation of
Biotechnology. She is an expert in green technology transfer and collaboration between business,
industry, and the academe. Currently, she is serving as COO of a start-up company in the Philippines,
GEMS Inc., which is the first mango waste biorefinery in the world.
She has published research papers in international journals and presented in local and international
conferences. She has supervised and advised graduate and undergraduate students over the years as
full professor at USC. She has been a recipient of various research and fellowship grants and has
undergone specialized trainings on outcomes- based education, university leadership, management
and governance, technopreneurship, technology transfer and licensing, social enterprise, and
intellectual property management, amongst others. She is a member of the CHED Technical
Committee on Chemical Engineering and a lead trainer of the National Multiplication Training on the
International Deans Course-Philippines funded by DAAD, Germany.

Master of Ceremonies
DR. NOEL PETER B. TAN

Visiting Scientist, Philippine Council for Industry, Energy, and Emerging Technologies Research &
Development (PCIEERD), Department of Science and Technology, Philippines

Dr. Noel Peter B. Tan is a Balik-Scientist (Returning-Scientist) in the Philippines under the Philippine
Council for Industry, Energy and Emerging Technology Research and Development (PCIEERD) of the
Department of Science and Technology (DOST). He is currently serving his second term in leading the
development of membranes for environmental remediation and bio- refinery applications, seeking
sustainable and renewable resources for membrane fabrication towards industrialization. He is
currently hosted by the Department of Chemical Engineering of the University of San Carlos, Talamban
Campus, Cebu City, Philippines. He is interested in collaborating and networking with other academic
institutions, research centres and industries involved in research and development of membrane
fabrication and applications.
He is a polymer chemist and nano-technologist developing nano- to micro-structured advanced
materials for applications in environmental remediation and bio-refinery. He has valuable experience in
the applications of nanoscience in coatings, construction, food packaging and any polymer-driven
industries. He also has a strong background and experience in polymer-driven nanostructured
material synthesis and characterization and has proven leadership in large manufacturing operations,
quality auditing (ISOQMS, HACCP, GMP) and team-leading.

